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  “What	
  is	
  worth	
  learning	
  is	
  worth	
  learning	
  well.”	
  	
  
~Alfred	
  North	
  Whitehead	
  	
  

AGENDA 
1.  Why critical thinking? 

2. What is critical thinking? 

3. How do you ask great questions online, blended and 
face-face? 

4. What are some face-face critical thinking strategies?  

5. Reflection – what did we learn? 
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WHY CRITICAL THINKING? 

Employment	
  1970’s	
  	
  
High	
  Skill	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Low	
  Skill	
  

Employment	
  1990’s	
  	
  
High	
  Skill	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Low	
  Skill	
  

Semi Skill 
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Employment	
  2010	
  
High	
  Skill	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Low	
  Skill	
  

Semi Skill 

THIS IS WHY… 
• 	
  The	
  top	
  10	
  jobs	
  in	
  2015	
  will	
  be	
  jobs	
  that	
  did	
  not	
  even	
  exist	
  5	
  years	
  ago.	
  	
  	
  

• 	
  Today’s	
  students	
  will	
  have	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  10-­‐14	
  jobs	
  by	
  age	
  38.	
  

• 	
  There	
  are	
  31	
  billion	
  Google	
  queries	
  each	
  month.	
  

• 	
  In	
  a	
  week	
  of	
  reading	
  The	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  you	
  can	
  learn	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  person	
  in	
  the	
  
eighteenth	
  century	
  might	
  have	
  learned	
  in	
  a	
  lifeQme.	
  	
  	
  

• As	
  Keeling	
  (2004)	
  arQculated	
  in	
  Learning	
  Reconsidered:	
  A	
  Campus-­‐Wide	
  Focus	
  on	
  the	
  
Student	
  Experience,	
  “…knowledge	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  a	
  scarce	
  –	
  or	
  stable	
  –	
  commodity.	
  	
  (It)	
  is	
  
changing	
  so	
  rapidly	
  that	
  specific	
  informaQon	
  may	
  become	
  obsolete	
  before	
  a	
  student	
  
graduates	
  and	
  has	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  apply	
  it”	
  (p.	
  4).	
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TALK BACK! 
QuesQons	
  

Com
men

ts	
  

Fee
db
ack

	
  



6/24/16	
  

5	
  

WHAT IS CRITICAL THINKING? 

THE CRITICAL 
THINKING 
TASK FORCE 

Convened in Fall 2011 
to assess the level and 
rigor of critical 
thinking across the 
curriculum. 
 
Activities included 
consultation with 
outside experts in the 
field: 
 

Dr. Stephen Brookfield 
Professor, University of St. 

Thomas  
 

Dr. Rod Sims 
Professor, Capella University 

 
Dr. Joel Levine 

Dean of Humanities and 
Literature, Southwest College 

 
Dr. Richard Paul & Dr. Linda Elder 

Fellows and Directors of the 
Foundation for Critical Thinking 

WHAT IS CRITICAL THINKING? CRITICAL THINKING 

The	
  essence	
  of	
  criQcal	
  thinking	
  is	
  
evaluaQon	
  ...	
  the	
  process	
  by	
  which	
  we	
  test	
  
claims	
  and	
  arguments	
  and	
  determine	
  which	
  
have	
  merit	
  and	
  which	
  do	
  not	
  ...	
  criQcal	
  
thinking	
  is	
  a	
  search	
  for	
  answers,	
  a	
  quest.	
  
-­‐Dr.	
  Rod	
  Sims	
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ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE 

Critical thinking is the art of analyzing 
and evaluating thinking with a view to 
improving it. 
 
Paul & Elder, 2009 
 

BROOKFIELD’S THEORY 

Identifying and challenging 
assumptions. 
Challenging the importance of 
context. 
Trying to imagine and explore 
alternatives. 
Reflective Skepticism.  
 

haps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prjhQcqiGQc&feature=youtu.be	
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THE 
OPPORTUNITY 

Welcome	
  to	
  the	
  
community	
  of	
  
thinkers!	
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THINK DIFFERENT TALK BACK! 
QuesQons	
  

Com
men

ts	
  

Fee
db
ack

	
  

What is an input, what is an output? 
Respond to two peers. 
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Crahing	
  Discussion	
  QuesQons	
  

Questions that could be asked: 
 

•  Knowledge 
•  Comprehension 
•  Application 
•  Analysis 
•  Synthesis 
•  Evaluation 
 

 (Bloom’s Taxonomy) : 
http://faculty.washington.edu/krumme/guides/bloom.html 
http://www.ihr.org/jhr/v17/v17n6p19_reparations.html 

 

Crahing	
  Discussion	
  QuesQons	
  

How do you write a good discussion question? 
 
Take a look . . . . 
 
A short online article from the Institute for Historical Review 
No End in Sight:  Germany Has Paid Out More Than $61.8 

Billion in Third Reich Reparations 
 
http://www.ihr.org/jhr/v17/v17n6p19_reparations.html 
 

Crahing	
  Discussion	
  QuesQons	
  

Knowledge and Comprehension 
•  Who or what is the JCC?  
•  In the 1990’s, how much did the JCC pay out to 

individual claimants? 
 
What do you think might happen in the discussion  
thread when you ask this type of question? 
 

Crahing	
  Discussion	
  QuesQons	
  
Analysis: Delve deeper into the subject 

The article states that “most of those who were alive  
during the Second World War are now dead”—that is,  
the perpetrators of war crimes are themselves long gone  
from Germany—and that further, the process of  
reparation may be “bottomless.”   
 
Should Germany be required to make good on damages  
for the past, and should there be a limit to the  
reparations?  Use what you have learned from this unit  
to support your position. Respond to two of your peers postings and 
describe how their opinion aligns with yours.  Is there any evidence  
from the article that they could consider to further support their  
position?  What are possible some possible arguments that could be  
made to contradict their reasoning?” 
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Crahing	
  Discussion	
  QuesQons	
  
Evaluation:  

What implications does Germany’s reparation  
requirement have for this issue of Reparation to  
African Americans?  
   
Are the fundamental violations of human rights the  
same?  What issues are different? 
   
Again, support your opinion with what we have  
learned in this unit.  Read and respond to the posts of  
two other students. 
 

CRITICAL THINKING DESIGN 
Does the learning activity allow 
the student to:

 YES

 NO



Hypothesise


Experiment



Modify


Manipulate


Compare


Choose



Contextualise


Personalise
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RECIPE FOR A GREAT 
DISCUSSION 

-Emotional appeal 
-Set the scene 
-Ask a great question 
-Write a question that goes somewhere 
-Variety is key 

DEWEY SAID, “…WHEN IT BECOMES CAST IN A 
MOLD AND RUNS IN A ROUTINE WAY DOES IT 
LOSE ITS EDUCATIVE POWER.”  
There are many ways to construct an engaging and varied 
line of questioning. Here are a few you might consider: 
 
A. Quotes/Image Analysis 
B. Multimedia 
C. Debate 
D. Case Studies / Scenarios 
E. Quotes 
F. Concept Maps 

TAHRIR SQUARE, 
EGYPT 

Describe how this 
image conveys a 
sense of 
nationalism?  

OBAMA 
CAMPAIGN 
POSTER 

What is the intent of 
this image and how 
does it convey its 
message?  
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RECRUITMENT 
POSTER 

What is the intent of 
this image and how 
is it compelling? 

DEBATE 
A few years at a top-tier management 
consulting firm is often more valuable 
than an MBA from an elite institution.  
 
Point of view A: Agree/why?  
Point of view B: Disagree/why? 

47	
  Ashford	
  University	
  Proprietary	
  &	
  
ConfidenQal	
  -­‐	
  For	
  Internal	
  Use	
  Only	
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EXP 105 REDESIGN & 
ENGAGEMENT - OVERALL 

EXP 105 REDESIGN & ENGAGEMENT – 
CRITICAL THINKING QUESTION 

(WEEK 4, DISCUSSION 2) 

Pre	
  (25	
  
secQons)	
  

Post	
  (25	
  
secQons)	
  

Total	
  number	
  of	
  students	
   609	
   581	
  

Total	
  number	
  of	
  minutes	
  
of	
  engagement	
  

68,156	
   85,754	
  

Average	
  number	
  of	
  
minutes	
  of	
  engagement	
  
per	
  student	
  

111.91	
   147.59	
   31.88%	
  increase	
  
in	
  engagement	
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Watch	
  For	
   	
   	
  Replace	
  With	
  
	
  
In	
  fact… 	
   	
   	
  In	
  my	
  opinion…	
  
	
  
The	
  truth	
  is… 	
   	
  In	
  my	
  experience…	
  
	
  
ScienQsts	
  say… 	
  According	
  to	
  some	
  research	
  I	
  have	
  read…	
  
	
  
In	
  reality…	
   	
   	
  From	
  my	
  perspecQve…	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  
I	
  know… 	
   	
   	
  I	
  have	
  noQced…	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  
The	
  right	
  thing	
  to	
  do	
  is… 	
  My	
  insQncts	
  tell	
  me…	
  
	
  

Watch	
  Your	
  Use	
  of	
  Language:	
  	
  Catch	
  Phrases	
  

CRITICAL THINKING: 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
Youtube Video (made specifically for this assignment)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDfa96H5Rjw&feature=youtu.be 
CT Library Guide 
http://ashfordonline.libguides.com/aecontent.php?pid=492499 
Harvard Project Zero 
http://pzweb.harvard.edu/ 
Dr. Steven Brookfield 
http://stephenbrookfield.com/Dr._Stephen_D._Brookfield/Home.html 
The Critical Thinking Community 
http://www.criticalthinking.org// 
 
 
 

TED EX 
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SPECIFIC STRATEGIES 
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Read the following quote and PARAPHRASE it.  In other 
words, say the EXACT same thing in your own words: 

“The best learners often make the worst teachers.  
They are, in a very real sense, perceptually 
challenged.  They cannot imagine what it must be 
like to struggle to learn something that comes so 
naturally to them.” 

        -Stephen Brookfield 

“Education must begin with the 
solution of the teacher-student 
contradiction, by reconciling the 
poles of the contradiction so that 
both are simultaneously students 
and teachers.” 

       Paolo Freire 
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“POSITIVE”	
  FACULTY	
  BEHAVIORS	
  
•  Challenges	
  students	
  to	
  think	
  more	
  deeply	
  through	
  appropriate	
  quesQoning	
  
•  Communicates	
  to	
  student’s	
  subject	
  maaer	
  clearly	
  and	
  effecQvely	
  
•  Provides	
  direcQon	
  to	
  addiQonal	
  informaQon	
  
•  Genuinely	
  compliments	
  or	
  affirms	
  student	
  post	
  
•  Follows	
  up	
  to	
  student	
  response	
  
•  Summarizes	
  student’s	
  comment	
  
•  Directs	
  student	
  to	
  another	
  student’s	
  post	
  
•  Addresses	
  more	
  than	
  individual	
  student	
  
•  Shares	
  personal/professional	
  experience	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  student	
  
•  Responds	
  to	
  students	
  more	
  than	
  once	
  per	
  week	
  
•  Uses	
  2	
  or	
  more	
  strategies	
  listed	
  under	
  “Responding	
  to	
  a	
  Peer’s	
  Post”	
  
•  Cites	
  course	
  material	
  or	
  other	
  scholarly	
  source	
  	
  

“NEGATIVE”	
  FACULTY	
  BEHAVIORS	
  

•  Does	
  not	
  respond	
  to	
  all	
  
•  Responses	
  are	
  basically	
  the	
  same	
  
•  Asks	
  close-­‐ended	
  quesQons	
  
•  Responses	
  are	
  very	
  limited	
  
•  Lack	
  of	
  follow-­‐up	
  to	
  2nd	
  level	
  
•  Response	
  not	
  related	
  to	
  student	
  post	
  
•  Uses	
  1	
  or	
  0	
  strategies	
  from	
  list	
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 “Science is built of facts the way a 
house is built of bricks; but an 
accumulation of facts is no more science 
than a pile of bricks is a house.” 
-Henri Poincare 
 

haps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKYJVV7HuZw#t=93	
  
	
  


